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The Miller Stovewood House is a simple one and one-half story dwelling with 
a vernacular Classical cornice and exterior window and door trim. The original 
portion of the house measures 22 x 26 feet and has a gable roof. The gabled 
end of the house presents a symetrical appearence with a door flanked by two 
windows on the ground floor and a window above the door for the second floor. 
There are also two windows on either side of the house. The house has a full 
basement with walls of native limestone. The structure is of oak split in the 
manner of stovewood laid up with a mortar composed of ash and lime. The exterior 
walls are furred and covered with clapboards. They range from 16 to 18 inches in 
thickness. 

The interior of the house is simple. There are four rooms on the first floor 
with simple cut wood floors and six over six double hung sash windows for light. 
A steep narrow stair leads to the second floor which has two rooms. The interior 
walls are of a traditional frame construction. The house was originally heated 
by wood stoves vented to a central chimney. The chimney is still extant below the 
roof line. 

There are two additions to the house: both of frame construction. One to the 
rear of the house and the other to the rear portion of the south side. 



1856 Norris Miller 

The Miller Stovewood House is one of three known dwellings of this type 
in the United States. At one point ther were two other known houses of similar 
construction in Decorah, one was torn down twenty years ago, the other little over 
a year ago. The other two existing dwellings are located in Wisconsin. 

Norris Miller, a carpenter, came to Decorah from Ohio in 1855 and purchased 
a townlot. A year later he built his house of stovewood. Miller's choice of oak 
stovewood as a building material is understandable. One hundred and twenty years 
ago large forests of oak surrounded Decorah, and oak stovewood was probably much 
more readily available and certianly less expensive than sawed boards. The existence 
of at least two other houses of similar construction built roughly at the same 
time, perhaps by Norris Miller, tends to confirm this. 
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